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How many Jjokes about
Mew Jarsey can you take?
Hudging by the funny, pross
and rocking musical “The
Tomie Avenger,” the answer
s quite 3 few,

Based on the 1984 cheapic
horror-comedy film, if's the
best of its penre since “Litte
Shop of Horrors.™ The lo-
cale is Tromaville, a New
Jersey town where “if the
pellntion docsn’t get you!
The aromu will. ™ The nerdy
Melvin (Nick Cordera) is

inee a vat of muck by
a pair of thisgs, after which he
becomes the title character, o
monster capable of estreme
vielenee but still in Jove with
Sarsh (Sara Chase), the blind
Wand: libragian,

The small cast switches

roles with abandon;
Saldfiver and Demond Cireen
are roughnecks, policemen
and females, while the phe-
nomenal Mancy Oppel plays
a nui, Melvin's mother and
the town's cormupt and sexy
maayar, Inone amaring scene,
she portrays two of them
caTying on a fighl. Director
John Rando (“Urinetown™)
knows how 1o meke the gross
goings-on funny and the rock
score ks by David Bryan (key-
boardist and co-foundes af
New Jersey rockers Bon Jovi)
with Joe DiPietro providing
some of the lyrics as well as
thiz book.

The show is recommetded
fiar those over 14 and should
delight trenage boys, though
girls might be wmed off by
the violence (arms wrenched
ot of their sockets),

At 30 minutcs without
intermission, “The Toxic
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Avenger” (al New World
Stages, 340 W, S0th St.; 212+
239-6200) doesn't averstay
3 welcome,

Carlton Brown s compel-
ling play "“Pure Confidence,”
a Mixed Blood Theaser pro-
duction, sheds light on an
obscure part of our hisiory,
Many of the top jockeys in the
jpre-Civil War cra were slaves;
ironically, aftar liberation,
blacks wore excladed from
the top races,

The fitle is the name of the
champion horse Simon Cate
(Gavin Lawrence) rides at
the beginning of the play bt
it also refers to his feeling of
superiority, which he freely
expresses, Simon's pl;: s to
eam enotgh money o buy his
Ireedom. The play charts his
complex {and often funny)
relationship with the Colo-
ael (Cheds Mulkey), whose
horses he rides to viclory,
Meanwhile, Cato romances
Caroline (Regina Maric Wil-
liams}, the slavefservamt of
the Colonel’s wife, Mattie
Tohneon {Karca Landry).

The Colonel and his wifis
have affectionate relationships
with Simon and Caroline, up to
# point. The short second st
of the play tekes place after
emancipation when Cato is
reduced fo a menial position
of beilhop at a Saratoga hoted,
Thedislogue is ofien witty and
Lawrence has a
scene whene he climbs atop a
barrel w act out & horse sace
between Slavery and Freedom,
The work, impeccably di-
recied by Masion MeClinton,
forcefully demensistes that
history is neither white nor

Tromaville rocks:

ing of “Mudams Butterfly”
I8 A rarity nowadays; a sindio
recording of an opern, This
i an expensive underiaking

wiepl;: .
The title role is taken by
the

o come up with
ravishing melodies gz his
protagonists sped on their
way w death by teberculogis
("Ln Boheme™) or leaping
off & purapet (“Tosca™). As

om, the set has the sc-
chimed German tenor Jonas
Kaufmann. He has a large
voice with » baritonal hoe,
My own preference is for a
beighter sound (mch as Bjo-
erling) but Kaufmann clearty
the words.

If bie is not the most liks-
able of Pinkertons, it should
be that the role
i that of a cad. The sexaal
exploitation of Asian children
by western tourists is still 3
tenrible problem and Puccini's
opern, with #s divine melo-
dies and high drema, iz =il
of the side ol ihe angels. One
area i which the recording
clesrly tramps the competi-
tion is Antonio Pappano's
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The Toxic Avenger musical

libretin in fiour languages, an
informative eseay about the
opera and photographs of the
artists

In sam, even if you kave
w favarite recording of the
opera, you should still give
this one & lisien, especially if
you're as admirer of Gheo-
gl Mot season, she will be
appearing st the
Opera in “Carmen” with her
busband, Roberto A lagna.

The first joke in Alas Ay-
ckbourn’s “The Norman
Conguests™ is the title, The
three plays are not an epic

betwenn

sistant librarinn and the plays

do not follow sequentially
from oae to the other but deal

With the same weekend in &
i howuse

“Table Manners™ is set
in the dining room, “Living
Together" in the living room
and you know where “Rownd
and Round in the Garden™
takes plsce. The basic plot
is that Nomman had planned
sisbers

eekend
boliday. Her brother Reg and
his overbearing wife Sarah
arrive to care for Annie and
Reg's ailing mother without
g nbowt Annie's plons,
;uﬂhr complicating the af-
ir is the uent appenr-
mnl‘hui?liiﬂ—hdud
veterinerian-guitor Tom

The combustible group
s lnker joined by Morman’s
fiery wife Rutk, The six ac-
fors -~ Amelia Bullmese, Jes-
sica Hymes, Stephen Mangan,
Ben Miles, Paul Ritter and

black, “Pure Confid ‘i

nening wotil July 3 at 59 East
59th Streei Theater.

EMI Classics’ new record-

engineers. The packeging is
superb, with the complete

Amanda Root — kave

MMMm‘hﬁ
awnrds that they fully deserve.
Director Matthew Warchus
(who also directed “God of

Carnuge™} is clearly on a
tall. Rob Howell's costumes
and David Howe's lighting
are also prafseworthy. While
You can see just one or fwo,
I cought all thres and would
Bladly go hack for moge,
The plays are munning ad
Circle in the Square {1633
Broadway at 50th Sarent; 212-
239-6200).

“On the Other Shore:
Steven Mark Koha's Amerie
can Folk Settings™ {on Azics
Records) is an unexpected
pleasure since T am unfarmiliar
with the

the singer baritone Andrew
‘Garlsad or the pianist Donns
Loewy

Ia fact, 1 don't even kiow
many of the folk songs (such
8% “The Old Woman's Court~
ship,” “The Bachelor's Lay,”
“The Farmer's Curst Wife™),
Soine are not obseure (“Poor
Wayfaring Stranger” and
“Wanderin'™), Those aAmAnge-
ments ane praiseworthy, be.
kenging on the same shelf x:
Benjamin Britten"s folk SO0

adapiations and the singer n
ally gets info the mood of eac
piecs. “The Senator’s Sium
Speech” is a funny piece:y
Americana about politia
and slcohiol, two subjiects the
can Jeave a hanpover If o
enjoy Thomas Hampaow'
explorations of Amerjom
mausic, you will apprecian
this collection.
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(aimn Lemiey was senua.
tional in “The Heat is Ong*z
misical bio of Rita Haywortk
she put on a1 BB King's Blues
Club {237 W 42ad S (2
997-4144; www. bbkingds
Blues.com) several yesrs g
The stunning Lemiey, a tal
ented sh\gerrdl.mrhmiw
refurns 10 the club on June 10
in & new production, “Gomm.
Get » Gimmick,
te Broadway,” which dests
with ter own lifie. There witt:
be 13 on-stage performers;
including Jamie Iackson, wiva.
co-wiote the show with Lo
ley. As Hayworth, Lemlay.
waore five gowns, this time sk
may take them off on stages.r
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Stuyvesant

advance for i
Ing), $30(general admi

Suor Angelica’at Chelsea (h;em;::- '
Celebrating its fifth year, Chelsen Opers, ca-foumded By .

and 6 at 7:30 p.m. and on Juse 7 at 3:30 pm, Sung in habisr§
the opera will be fully staged and costumed. Preceding the
opera will be a galn concert featuring women and men of
lteenxnhhh|mmﬂph:m
in opers, “Waomen Extrardinsjre.” Tickets purchased i

the power of women +

online gt www e

firoem the New York City

ion) and 320 (seni
at the door 543, mﬂus.mmmmy
$20in advance ($15 at the door), Tickels may be purchased |-

oTg orhl.:y calling 1-!!15\15—3|“l 1
prowuction is supperted, in part, by public funds |
Departrsent of Culivral Affairs, Fo?
meore information or call (212) 260- | 796, -:_.l_
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